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ABSTRACT

A synthetic strategy to access 2,6-disubstituted pyridines from triazolopyridines through a regioselective nickel-catalyzed alkenylation reaction of
the C7�H bond is described. The N2 fragment embedded in the resulting C�H functionalized triazolopyridine can be readily excised using acidic
or oxidative conditions to unmask the pyridine.

Achieving selective transition-metal-catalyzedC�Hbond
functionalization of N-heterocycles1 continues to inspire
research groups worldwide because these structural motifs
are ubiquitous in compounds with significant biological
activity or in materials with promising electronic pro-
perties.2,3 Pyridineshaveproved tobe recalcitrant substrates
in C�H bond functionalization processes because of their

electron-poor π-system and Lewis basic N-atom, which
together thwart the use of electrophilic C�H bond activa-
tion transition metal complexes.4 While metal-catalyzed
C�H functionalization methods have emerged that over-
come these challenges,5 these methods are generally re-
stricted to pyridines lacking a 2-substituent; the presence
of this group often significantly reduces the yield of the 2,6-
disubstitutedproduct.6Todiminish thedetrimental effect of
the Lewis basic pyridine nitrogen, pyridineN-oxides7 orN-
imines8 were used as protected pyridines.While these meth-
ods exhibit a greater tolerance to transition metals, the
scope of the reaction is attenuated by the solubility of the
substrate, and removal of the N-protecting group requires
a separate step, which does not not result in new bond
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formation. We anticipated that these drawbacks might be
surmounted using triazolopyridines as pyridine surrogates:9

a new C�O bond is produced upon excision of the em-
beddedN2molecule to produce a 2,6-disubstituted pyridine
(Scheme 1).10 Despite the potential for triazolopyridines to
function as masked pyridines, no C�H bond activation
methodology exists that employs them as substrates. Here-
in, we report the development of a general, regiospecific
Ni-catalyzed heteroarylation of internal acetylenes with
triazolopyridines.

In search of a general set of conditions, a range of transi-
tion metal complexes and ligands were screened for the
alkenylation of triazolopyridine 3 with diphenylacetylene.
Triazolopyridine 3 was selected because either the C3�H
or C7�H bond could potentially be functionalized, and
diphenylacetylene was chosen as the alkyne because it
performs poorly in existing methods for the alkenylation
of pyridine.5c We anticipated if optimal conditions were
found to achieve the regiospecific functionalization of 3
with diphenylacetylene that a general alkenylationmethod
would result. Established transition metal C�H bond
activation catalysts were first examined,11 and Ni(COD)2
emerged as a potential catalyst from this initial screen.
No productive reaction was observed with Rh(I) or Ir(I)
complexes, all potent heteroarylation catalysts. While no
reaction was observed using Ni(COD)2 and bidentate
phosphine ligands, the desired alkenylation could be trig-
gered usingmonodentate phosphineswith the highest yield
obtained using the inexpensive, air stable triphenylphos-
phine (Table 1, entries 2�6). The catalyst loading could be
reduced to 3 mol%without attenuation of the yield of the
reaction (entries 6�8). The identity of the Lewis acid was
crucial to the success of this reaction with the best conver-
sions usingAlMe3; reduced conversionwas observed using
substoichiometric amounts of AlMe3, and using weaker
Lewis acids such as triphenylborane or dimethylzinc re-
sulted in no reaction (entries 11�13). The success of our
reaction depended on the order of addition of the Lewis
acid: high yields were obtained reproducibly only when the

triazolopyridinewas premixedwithAlMe3 before addition
of a solution of phosphine and Ni(COD)2. The optimal
solvent was found to be toluene; diminished yields were
observed using ethereal or chlorinated solvents.11 While
alkenylation could potentially occur at either the C3 or
C7 position, reaction occurred exclusively at C7 to afford
only 4 as a single isomer. This reactivity is orthogonal to
KOH-mediated iodination, which occurs exclusively at
C3.12 In contrast to previous studies on the alkenylation
of pyridine,5c we observed only the insertion of a single
diphenylacetylene molecule.

A series of triazolopyridines 3 were examined to determine
the scope and limitations of our Ni-catalyzed alkenylation
reaction (Table 2).13 Our reaction proved robust tolerating
alkyl substitution at any position on triazolopyridine without
diminishment of the reaction yield (entries 1�6). Electron-
donating or -withdrawing groups could be appended to the
triazolopyridine without adversely affecting the yield of the
alkenylation (entries 7�10). While our alkenylation reaction
tolerated the presence of a tertiary amine, the olefin E/Z
selectivity was attenuated (entry 8). In contrast, the olefin
selectivity was not diminished when the steric or electronic
environmentaroundtheC7�HbondwasmodifiedwithaC6-
methyl or C6-F substituent (entries 9 and 10). In both cases,
triazolopyridines 4i and 4j were obtained as single isomers.
The effect of changing the identities of the alkyne sub-

stituents on the C7-alkenylation reaction was investigated

Scheme 1. Synthesis of 2,6-Disubstituted Pyridines from C�H
BondFunctionalization�Denitrogenation of Triazolopyridines Table 1. Optimization of C7-Alkenylation of Triazolopyridine

entry

Ni(COD)2
(mol %) ligand mol %

Lewis

acid

% yield

4a,b

1 10 � � AlMe3 n.r.

2 10 dppb 5 AlMe3 n.r.

3 10 PCy3 10 AlMe3 56

4 10 PPhCy2 10 AlMe3 73

5 10 PPh2Cy 10 AlMe3 85

6 5 PPh3 10 AlMe3 >95

7 5 PPh3 5 AlMe3 >95

8 3 PPh3 3 AlMe3 >95

9 2 PPh3 2 AlMe3 71

10c 3 PPh3 3 AlMe3 64

11 3 PPh3 3 AlCl3 14

12 3 PPh3 3 BPh3 <5

13 3 PPh3 3 ZnMe2 <5

aAs determined using 1H NMR spectroscopy using CH2Br2 as an
internal standard. b E/Z = >95:5. c 0.2 equiv of AlMe3 used.
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next (Table 3). While no insertion was observed with
terminal- or silyl-substituted acetylenes,14 the reaction tol-
erated a range of aryl- and alkyl-substituted alkynes. A
slight attenuation of the reaction yield was observed with
dialkyl acetylenes in comparison todiaryl acetylenes (entries
1�3). To our delight, alkyne insertion into the C7�Hbond
proved to be regioselective.15 Triazolopyridine 6d was for-
medasa single alkene isomer fromthe insertionof 4-methyl-
pent-2-yne (entry 4). Regioselective alkyne insertion was
also observed for aryl acetylenes with slightly higher selec-
tivities observed for electron-rich arenes (entries 5�8). In
each case the alkyne insertion occurred to form a new bond
between C7 and the methyl-substituted acetylenic carbon.
The sensitivity of our alkenylation reaction to the electronic
nature of the alkyne is illustrated in the lower conversions
observed with electron-deficient aryl acetylenes (entries 8
and 9). The regioselectivity of alkyne insertion was reversed
when the methyl was replaced with an ethyl group to favor
the formation of triazolopyridine 7j (entry 10). If alkyne
insertion is under steric control,15 then this process finds
phenyl to be smaller than the ethyl group.
The reactivity trends of our substrates in combination

with the reported mechanism studies of nickel(0) com-
plexes suggest that C7-alkenylation of triazolopyridines

occurs through aNi-catalyzedC�Hbond activation path-
way (Scheme 2). Before entering the catalytic cycle, the
triazolopyridine 3 coordinates to AlMe3 to produce 8.16

Coordination of the nickel catalyst with the aluminate
positions it for selective oxidative addition of the C7�H
bond in9.16d,17Oxidative addition thenproducesnickel(II)
10, which undergoes regioselective alkyne insertion to form
11, where the newC�Cbond is formed between the smaller

Table 2. Scope of the Ni-Catalyzed C7-Alkenylation Reaction

a Isolated yield of 4 after silica gel chromatography, E/Z > 95:5.
b 92:8 mixture of olefins.

Table 3. Regioselective C7-Alkenylation of Triazolopyridine

a Isolated yield of 6 and 7 after silica gel chromatography, E/Z >
95:5. b 10 mol % of PCy3 used.
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(b) Miura, T.; Yamauchi, M.; Murakami, M. Org. Lett. 2008, 10,
3085. (c) Malik, H. A.; Sormunen, G. J.; Montgomery, J. J. Am. Chem.
Soc. 2010, 132, 6304. (d) Kumar, P.; Louie, J. Org. Lett. 2012, 14, 2026.
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Jones, W. D. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2004, 126, 3627. (c) Hratchian, H. P.;
Chowdhury, S. K.; Gutierrez-Garcia, V. M.; Amarasinghe, K. K. D.;
Heeg, M. J.; Schlegel, H. B.; Montgomery, J. Organometallics 2004, 23,
4636. (d) Ogoshi, S.; Ueta, M.; Arai, T.; Kurosawa, H. J. Am. Chem.
Soc. 2005, 127, 12810. (e) Tsai, C.-C.; Shih, W.-C.; Fang, C.-H.; Li,
C.-Y.; Ong, T.-G.; Yap, G. P. A. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2010, 132, 11887.
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Perutz, R. N. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2004, 126, 5268. (c) Normand, A. T.;
Hawkes, K. J.; Clement, N. D.; Cavell, K. J.; Yates, B. F. Organome-
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alkynyl substituent and C7 of the triazolopyridine.15,18

Reductive elimination then produces 12.19 Our data point
to coordination of the substrate with the Lewis acid occurs
first because successful C7-alkenylation requires preincuba-
tion of the triazolopyridine with AlMe3 before addition of
the nickel catalyst.

To gain insight into the catalytic cycle, we examined the
reactivity of C7-labeled triazolopyridine 3a-d1 toward our
reaction conditions. A kinetic isotope effect of 3.0 was
observed for an intermolecular competition experiment
between 3a-d0 and 3a-d1. This primary kinetic isotope
effect indicates that C�H bond activation is the turn-
over-limiting step in the catalytic cycle.20 No H/D ex-
change was observed in either the reisolated substrates or
the product triazolopyridines. This absence indicates that
proton exchange processes are not occurring between the
nickel hydride andAlMe3 or another substratemolecule.21

We next sought to demonstrate that our triazolopyri-
dines functioned as masked pyridines through denitro-
genation (Scheme 3). While our attempts to excise the N2

fragment of the triazolopyridine using transition metal
complexes were unsuccessful,22 exposure of 4a to acid or
an oxidant produced the desired 2,6-disubstituted pyridine
(Scheme 3).9 A new C�O bond could be introduced

without affecting the alkenyl substituent using either aqu-
eous HCl to afford alcohol 13a or HOAc to afford acetate
14a, whereas oxidation with SeO2 produced aldehyde 15a.
A one-flask hydrogenation�hydrolysis sequence was also
achieved to produce alkyl-substituted pyridine 16a.

In conclusion, we have developed a synthetic strategy to
access 2,6-disubstituted pyridines from triazolopyridines
through a regioselective Ni-catalyzed alkenylation of the
C7�H bond. The N2 fragment embedded in the resulting
C�H functionalized triazolopyridine can be readily ex-
cised using acidic or oxidative conditions without destruc-
tion of the C7-alkene substituent. Our nickel alkenylation
method employs the cheap and air stable triphenylphos-
phine ligand and a slight excess of the acetylene. It is toler-
ant of a range of functionality on either the triazolopyr-
idine or alkyne without attenuation of the reaction yield.
Importantly, alkyne insertion into the C7�H triazolopyr-
idine bond is regioselective. Together, we believe that these
attributes produce an attractive solution to the synthesis of
polysubstituted pyridines.
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Scheme 2. Potential Catalytic Cycle

Scheme 3. Conversion of Triazolopyridine 4a into 2,6-Disub-
stituted Pyridines
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